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JUDAS AND THE BLACK MESSIAH

MOVIE
DISCUSSION
GUIDE

Discussion Questions
Virtual Viewing
Virtual Discussion

FILM SUMMARY
FBI informant William O’Neal (LaKeith Stanfield) infiltrates the Illinois Black Panther Party and is
tasked with keeping tabs on their charismatic leader, Chairman Fred Hampton (Daniel Kaluuya). A
career thief, O’Neal revels in the danger of manipulating both his comrades and his handler, Special
Agent Roy Mitchell (Jesse Plemons). Hampton’s political prowess grows just as he’s falling in love with
fellow revolutionary Deborah Johnson (Dominique Fishback). Meanwhile, a battle wages for O’Neal’s
soul. Will he align with the forces of good? Or subdue Hampton and The Panthers by any means, as
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover (Martin Sheen) commands?
The struggle for Black liberation doesn’t begin and end with Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. In
the 1960s alone, there were a number of organizations working to secure civil rights and economic
justice for African-Americans–including MLK’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC);
the NAACP; the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC); and the Congress for Racial
Equality (CORE). While these associations generally pursued their goals through civil disobedience
and the courts, it was the Black Panther Party that eschewed the establishment in favor of leftist
community organizing, a focus on Black power, and military tactics.
Shortly after the BPP was formed, they released a Ten-Point Program, which outlined the goals they
had in mind for Black communities. This list advocates for improved housing, education, and
employment opportunities together with the end of police brutality and depopulating prisons.
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MOVIE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Use these questions as a starting point for a group discussion or self-reflection. It is
important for remember that everyone is on their own social justice journey, so leave time
for next steps in the discussion. Next steps include continual education, advocacy, and
lifestyle changes that shift our awareness and privilege.
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CHANGE AGENTS
What was your perception of the Black Panther Party and figures like Fred
Hampton before seeing the film? What details in the film made you change any
of your understanding? What did you think of the William O'neal character by
the end of film? What choices did William have in our society and systems?
SITTING WITH DISCOMFORT
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What made you feel uncomfortable in the film? How do you understand the
Black Panther's approach? Do you have a better understanding of the desire for
change behind the movement?
BLACK REPRESENTATION
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How do you think media contributes to the perception of Black movements and
justice initiatives, then and now? Can you see any comparison in how the Black
Lives Matter movement and The Black Panthers were initially perceived outside of
the Black community? How should we understand cultural and social movements?
FOLLOWING THE NEEDS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY
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What would it look like for the non-Black community and allies to listen and act
on what the Black community asks for, in terms of equitable change? Are you
willing to follow Black leaders? How do you feel when people do, say, or act in
ways that are different from how you would approach change? Do you reject what
is different or lean in to learn?
CREATE MOVEMENTS FOR CHANGE
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What makes social movements work? How can we determine the most effective
way to bring change to our neighborhoods, our city, and nation? Which
strategies are best for bringing about the changes we want to see?

HOW TO HOST A DISCUSSION
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HOSTING VIRTUAL VIEWING
AND DISCUSSIONS
01
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Decide if you are viewing the movie together, virtually, or simply
having a group discussion after viewing separately. (See Apps
below)
Invite group to a specific date and time. Or contact group to decide
on time. (Zoom provides meeting invitations with a link)
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Establish a safe space for discussion. Create ground rules as a
group so that individuals can share honestly with room for growth.
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Setup further discussion with the group to follow up as everyone
processes the new information. Encourage one another.
HOW TO
WATCH

VIRTUAL VIEWING PARTY

KAST

Kast is a real-time
video sharing app
with screen capture,
voice, text, and video
chat technology that
makes it easy to
connect.

VIRTUAL DISCUSSION

ZOOM

GOOGLE HANGOUTS

Video conferencing
app with real-time
messaging and
content sharing. Best
for just virtual
discussion.

Video conferencing
app with real-time
messaging and
content sharing. Best
for just virtual
discussion.

